Rallying for CLAN

What is it about and why?  It’s all about putting some financial assistance into a local charity which does fantastic work supporting sufferers, family and friends of cancer. Why?  Maybe the question should be ‘Why Not’?  If that is the question; I don’t have an answer.  So why?  Simply because one of ADMC’s best friends lost his battle with cancer last September.  The CLAN staff were hugely supportive and the time honoured ‘thank you’ just doesn’t seem to be enough.  Charlie was our friend, CLAN became friends to Charlie and his family so the logical follow on was for CLAN and ADMC/Granite City Rally to become friends.

Charlie was an active member and supporter of our club for a number of years.  Most of you may not know him by name but will more than likely have seen him around.  Rally Arrival Controls, Start Lines, Service Areas, Marshals Post or Start Line at Boyndie – everywhere and anywhere ADMC were ‘The Chimp’ was never too far away.  He made his competitive debut at Crail on a Single Venue Rally in November 2008.  This was long overdue and sadly his one-and-only outing.  Still, to say he enjoyed it would not do justice to the sparkle in his eyes when he and driver Paul Stuart returned to the Service Area after the last stage.  I remember when Chimp was given a run through one of our VIP Stages by fellow club member Neil Coalter in his fiesta ST.  The Chimp leapt out of the car and, beaming from ear-to-ear, declared; “I don’t know how you can sit in one of these things and concentrate on reading Route Notes”.  “Why not”, I asked?  “I’d be having too much fun just enjoying the run”, said he!  Well, words to that effect anyway.

Being one of life’s characters, Charlie was never one for the conventional route.  When planning his final farewell, again with the help of CLAN, Charlie decided he wanted four rally cars to follow him to the crematorium.  Yip, FOUR!  One for each of his bearers - generous to the last our Chimp.  This was when we started talking about a proper rally send-off for the wee man and we decided that his own rally, ‘The Granite’, was the best and only way to do it.  So here we are.

16th April 2011, CARS Recovery Granite City Rally 2011.  Once again, this will provide NE spectators the chance to view Scotlands’ top rally crews up-close-and-spitting.  Brian Watson and myself will be running the rally for CLAN and hope to raise some additional funding for their new custom built premises in Aberdeen.  There have been some fundraisers already and our aim is to add to them – all in the name of Our Wee CHIMP!  The Organisers have allowed us to host a Rally Forum and Auction on Friday 15th in the ballroom at Rally HQ, Altens Thistle Hotel starting at 2030, or half past eight for non-rally people!  We have many of the top names in Scottish Rallying taking part and the host for the evening is none other than John ‘Jaggy Bunnet’ Fyfe, Scotlands own Mr Motorsport!  There is also an impressive host of Auction Items to bid for so make sure you bring plenty of cash.  There is no Admission Fee but we would ask you to make a small Donation on entering – it all helps.  I think our motto should be “A WEE donation will make a BIG difference”.  We plan to have a grand old time for the entire weekend of the rally so come along and join in.  The Chimp never attended a motor sport event he didn’t enjoy, so it’s up to us to do the same come Granite time this year.
See you there:

Graham Bruce

Co-Driver and friend of THE CHIMP!
